
1389

Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / July 21 

of Missouri; President Hamid Karzai of Af-
ghanistan; Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the 
Iraqi Interim Government; Prime Minister 

Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy; and Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Statement on Senate Action To Block a Vote on the Nomination of 
Bill Myers To Be a United States Circuit Judge 
July 20, 2004 

Today a minority of Senators once again 
used obstructionist filibuster tactics to block 
a vote on an outstanding nominee to the 
United States Court of Appeals. Bill Myers 
has had a distinguished career as a public 
servant and practicing attorney and enjoys 
widespread support from across the polit-
ical spectrum, yet he has been denied a 
simple up-or-down vote. 

These tactics are unfair to Bill Myers 
and unfair to the American people. Bill 
Myers has the support of a bipartisan ma-
jority of Senators and would be confirmed 
if given an up-or-down vote. He would be 

an asset to the Ninth Circuit, which is seri-
ously overworked and in need of more 
judges. He would fill a seat that has been 
designated a judicial emergency by the Ju-
dicial Conference of the United States. 
More Americans will be denied speedy ac-
cess to our justice system by the obstruc-
tion of a few. 

I continue to call on the minority in the 
Senate to stop playing politics with the 
American judicial system and give judicial 
nominees the fair treatment they deserve 
and the American people expect. 

Remarks on Signing the Project BioShield Act of 2004 
July 21, 2004 

Thank you all. Mr. Speaker. Please be 
seated. Thanks. Good morning, and wel-
come to the Rose Garden. 

On September the 11th, 2001, America 
saw the destruction and grief terrorists 
could inflict with commercial airlines 
turned into weapons of mass murder. 
Those attacks revealed the depth of our 
enemies’ determination but not the extent 
of their ambitions. We know that the ter-
rorists seek an even deadlier technology. 
And if they acquire chemical, biological, or 
nuclear weapons, we have no doubt they 
will use them to cause even greater harm. 

The bill I am about to sign is an impor-
tant element in our response to that threat. 
By authorizing unprecedented funding and 

providing new capabilities, Project Bio-
Shield will help America purchase, develop, 
and deploy cutting-edge defenses against 
catastrophic attack. 

This legislation represents the collective 
foresight and considered judgment of 
United States Senators and Members of the 
House of Representatives from both polit-
ical parties, many of whom experienced 
bioterror firsthand when anthrax and ricin 
were found on Capitol Hill. It reflects 18 
months of hard work and cooperation by 
many dedicated public servants in Congress 
and in the White House. It sends a mes-
sage about our direction in the war on ter-
ror: We refuse to remain idle while modern 
technology might be turned against us; we 
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